Rainer Beach Community Empowerment Coalition
Action Team Meeting, Rainier Beach Community Center

September 17, 2009

Meeting focus:
A report of the 7th Annual Back2School Bash and a community dialogue about the impact of Metro’s bus service reduction on Rainier Beach

Demographics of those in attendance:
· Total Attendance: 25

· Residents: 6

· Over 70 years young: 1 (Opal)

· Under 18 years of age: 0

· Kinship Caregivers: 8

· Organizations: 12

· Elected Officials – 1 Legislative Aide

· County Agencies: 0

· School Representatives: 2

· Businesses: 0

· Faith Based Organizations: 2

09 Back2School Bash Report
· Provide school supplies to over 700 young people.

· Expose over 500 families to services that can help them have a higher quality of life.

· Bring together 30 organizations that provide services to this neighborhood.

· Inspire over 30 people to volunteer over 300 hours in support of the Bash.

· Demonstrate tremendous capacity by moving from the park to indoors due to the threat of rain….should has known better. 

Transportation
The context was set with a reminder of Rainier Beach’s transportation goals and priorities through a visual presentation of transportation projects in Rainier Beach. 

Rainier Beach transportations goal is:
RBCEC seeks to ensure community transportation improvements are compatible with the environment, facilitate citizen access, and provide space for a pedestrian boulevard accommodating bicyclists, walkers, and transit riders per Rainier Beach 2014 Plan.

Rainier Beach transportation priorities:
Develop and implement a strategy to develop a core of people who steward transportation issues in Rainier Beach; Connect all transportation modes together – walking, biking, bus, light rail; Develop marketing pieces to help people learn systems easier and faster as well as to make systems safer e.g., “I support safe transportation” patch/sticker

Stories were shared by stakeholders including, a mother of two small children, a student, and a senior citizen who are not served adequately by the present bus service. The meeting conversation shifted to identifying possibilities that can become action steps for the reduction of bus service anticipated in RB

· Develop a plan to connect #7 bus route to Link Light Rail (Rainier and Henderson)

· Be present and testify at public venues e.g., 

· King County Council Transportation Town Hall, September 30, 2009, Rainier Vista Boys and Girls Club,

· LELO Ribbon Placing, September 19, 2009, Franklin High School Bridge

· Seattle City Council Town Hall Meeting, September 22, 2009, Rainier Vista Boys and Girls Club

· City of Seattle Comprehensive Plan Open House

· Send preference cards to Metro to state our interests and needs

· Engage in a visibility campaign – get elected officials to tour neighborhood on buses, leafleting, press conference)

· Establish a Bus Riders Union

· Develop businesses to support transportation needs such as Pedal Cabs and, circulator buss

· Be mindful of the connection of transportation to education, economic development, environment, public safety and families.

Next meeting
· October 15, 2009 6:30 Topic: Education in Rainier Beach

